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PRESS RELEASE 

Falcon 6X Proceeding Smoothly Through Flight Test Campaign,  

Aircraft No. 4 to Fly Shortly  

Pratt & Whitney Canada PW812D Engine Poised for Certification 

Las Vegas, Nevada, (October 11, 2021) -- Dassault Aviation’s new extra widebody Falcon 6X 
continues to march through key certification milestones one after another. 

The first flight of the Falcon 6X was on March 10th of this year.  Three test aircraft are now flying. 

Pratt & Whitney Canada is in the final stages of the certification process for the 6X’s PW812D engine, 
with all required certification testing complete. Final reviews are currently underway with Transport 
Canada, and certification is expected to follow shortly. 

“Although our test pilot team is now center stage, every level of our organization, from the design office 
to the factory floor, deserves praise for the great progress we are making in the Falcon 6X program and 
the way it is meeting all the expectations we set for it,” said Dassault Aviation Chairman and CEO Eric 
Trappier. “Once our intensive test and demonstration campaign is complete, customers will be assured 
of taking delivery of a mature aircraft.” 

Aircraft & System Testing Advancing 

Each test aircraft is currently flying two to three times a week, several hours per flight. Test points 
beyond Mmo and Vmo have been completed and every aspect of flight testing, from system 
development, aircraft performance and envelope expansion, is proceeding flawlessly.  

Pilots continue to express delight with the ease of handling of the aircraft. “The flying qualities of the 6X 
are truly extraordinary, even by our exacting Dassault standards. We are extremely satisfied with the 
way the aircraft is performing during the test campaign,” said Philippe Duchateau, Dassault Aviation’s 
Chief Test Pilot. 

Aircraft No. 3 is equipped with a full cabin and is being used for acoustic and thermal testing, as well 
as evaluating cabin pressurization and airflow for maximum passenger comfort. Engineers are 
confident of achieving noise levels as low as on its Falcon 8X sister ship—currently the quietest aircraft 
in business aviation.   

The first production aircraft, aircraft no. 4, is also being fitted with a full interior and will serve to 
demonstrate operational maturity of aircraft systems. Unit no. 4 will embark on a world tour in mid-2022. 

Initial green aircraft delivery to Dassault’s Little Rock, Arkansas completion facility is scheduled for early 
next year.  

Dassault’s product support organization is in the advanced stages of preparing for the aircraft’s entry 
into service. Spares are on order for delivery to strategic locations around the world to ensure maximum 
support for flight departments from Day one.  

The 6X is scheduled to enter into service by the end of 2022.  
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“There is still considerable test activity to be completed, as in any test campaign,” said Trappier. “But 
we can report at this point that we are achieving milestones at a pace that our test engineers are really 
happy with.” 

New benchmark in long range, large aircraft segment 

First announced in 2018, the Falcon 6X will create a new benchmark in the long-range, large aircraft 
segment. As of now, the 6X had the largest cabin cross section in business aviation, 6 feet 6 inches 
(1.98 m) tall and 8 feet, 6 inches (2.58 m) wide.  It will be surpassed only by Dassault’s own ultra-long-
range Falcon 10X, which will have the largest cabin of any purpose-built business jet. 

The 6X has end-of-mission approach speeds as low 109 knots and can routinely fly out of small airports 
with runways of 4,000 feet or less. The aircraft has the most advanced digital flight control system in 
the industry, with digital control not only of primary flight controls such as ailerons, elevators and rudder 
but also, for the first time, secondary flight controls like flaps, flaperons, and nose wheel steering.    

In addition to ultra-low noise levels, the 6X will feature a cabin altitude as low as 3,900 feet at a cruise 
level of 41,000 feet.  

 
 

 

ABOUT DASSAULT AVIATION:  
Dassault Aviation is a leading aerospace company with a presence in over 90 countries across six continents. Dassault designs and builds 
the family of Falcon business jets as well as the Rafale fighter jet. The company employs a workforce of over 12,000 and has production 
facilities in both France and the United States, and a worldwide service network. Since the rollout of the first Falcon 20 in 1963, over 2,650 
Falcons have been delivered. The tri-jet and twin-engine lines offer outstanding efficiency and comfort, with ranges from 3,500 nm to 7,500 
nm. They include the new flagship Falcon 10X, the pioneering Falcon 7X and 8X, the widebody Falcon 6X, and the versatile Falcon 900LX, 
2000LXS and 2000S. Falcon Customer Service continues to hold the top spot in key business aviation surveys. 
 
For more information about Dassault Falcon business jets, visit: www.dassaultfalcon.com 
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Access product backgrounders 

 
SOCIAL 
 

 Follow us on Twitter @DassaultFalcon  

 Like us on Instagram  
 Watch our videos on Youtube  
 Join us on LinkedIn 
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